


Christmas cheer can cause har

With Christmas just around the corner,
we thought it important to point out a
couple of risks for your pet. The main one
being, the risk of ‘Pancreatitis’ in dogs,
which sometimes occurs after eating fat
from your Christmas ham.
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The pancreas is an organ attached to the small
intestine that produces enzymes used to digest then begin treatment.

food. Normally these safely enter the gut and
work to break down food. In pancreatitis this
process goes haywire and enzymes start to

digest the gut itself and any organs nearby. This important to regard it as a potentially life

is intensely painful and can be life threatening.

It most commonly occurs in dogs (only

occasionally in cats) and may give the following

signs: - vomiting, not eating, painful abdomen,
hunched appearance, fever or below-normal
body temperature, diarrhoea, depression,
dehydration, sunken eyes and a dry mouth.
Dogs most at risk seem to be:
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endocrine diseases.
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The exact cause of pancreatitis is not fully
understood but increased fats in the diet are
thought to trigger it. Always remember that
1 piece of bacon for a small dog is like you
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grooming gossip!

Why not get in the
Christmas spirit
and treat your dog
to a hair colour
this festive season.
We can dye the
ears and tail in

a selection of
colours. We also
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bows for all clips*.* WHILE STOCKS LAST.

having 44 pieces. A little

fat can be a large amount .
for your dog. There are
other triggers like drugs

e.g. cortisone, and trauma.

We can easily diagnose
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disease and treatment will be
modi ed to suit each patient. It is
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threatening condition. Treatment requires
intravenous uids, supportive drugs and no
food until symptoms ease. Dogs usually need
to be hospitalised for 2 to 7 days.

Other things to watch out for are:
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kitten may eat tinsel which can lead to

bowel obstructions.
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grapes or Christmas pudding with grapes in it
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cut o the stamens to prevent severe risk but | Breed $IFTBQFBLF #BZ|3F
aﬁ parts of the lily can be toxic. - .
Temperament Family dog with a very
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Lifespan’ ~ ~ 12=14 years

Maintenance
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cool time of day.
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Dr. Helen White 21 — 24 inches at the
shoulders

Low maintenance

Size

my dog / my cat

Here is a story about our family dog ‘Lucky’
which | wish to share with everyone.

»

October 1997, my Mum was walking my older sister,

myself and my younger sister to primary school.

| was in preschool that year. As we were waiting for thécky became part of the family — going with us
lights to change so we could cross James St througeues
busy 8am tra ¢, my Mum noticed a little black puppyhe was helping us round the chickens up at night,

in the middle of the 2 lanes.

Chandlers Animal Hospital
> 4636 2233

There was a big double-semitrailer coming down thethe doll’'s tea party in the cubbyhouse or joining in a bi
hill pretty fast to catch the green light and he wasn't game of cops and robbers, Lucky remained our loyal
stopping for the puppy. As he beeped his horn twicecompanion. In 2006 he went through an operation
Mum suddenly left the pram with us and ran onto theo remove a cancerous lump from his from leg joint.
road and saved the puppy. As we didn’t want to let hikithough he went well through the surgery, the vet

go wandering again, Mum took the hair ribbon out ofwarned that because the cancer was behind the bone
my hair and tied it to the dog and we continued our he hadn't been able to cut it all out and it would return
walk to school. At the end of 2008 we noticed that the lump had

For the next week or so we door-knocked around ougtarted to return. By this time, Lucky was now 12 year
area asking if anyone was missing the puppy or kne®!d (84 dog years) and would be too old to make it
who he belonged to. After a few weeks of secretly through another operation.

hoping someone wouldn't claim him, Dad said that Lucky lived with our family for just over 13 years,

we could keep him. We named him Lucky because hgassing away in the sunshine on the 12th of June 20C
was lucky that Mum saved him on the road, he was He was everything | ever thought a dog should be. It
lucky to have a family like us, and we were lucky to would take a long, long time to describe everything
have him as our dog. that Lucky was to me and to my family — but | know
that the most important of all, Lucky was a Faithful,
ywhere and doing everything we did. Whether Trustworthy, Devoted, Reliable, Dependable, Steadfa
and Loyal Companion.

keeping unwanted visitors from the house, joining in Thank you to owner — Naomi Skerman

South Toowoomba Vets
> 4635 3616
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Visit our website > www.carevetgroup.com.au




