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family fit

Thank you to all of our staff and clients that
converged together for the Million Paws walk
at Queen’s Park recently. We had a wonderful
display of support; in fact the “team spirit” has
inspired us to repeat the efforts again next
year bigger and better than this year. If you
are interested in giving feedback and ideas for
next year’s event please send them through
to me at rebecca@carevetgroup.com.au

so that we can begin the planning process.

puppy
preschool

As a special offer this month any pet

aged between 2 - 4 months that enrols in
Puppy Preschool receives a complimentary
Eukanuba Puppy Book valued at $50.

Phone to book you and your puppy
into Puppy Preschool!

Chandlers Animal Hospital > 4636 2233
South Toowoomba Vets > 4635 3616
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Rebecca Ireland

We would also like to welcome our new
Client Relation Specialists Ineke Broekman
and Naldine Welman. These ladies have
been brought on board to look after you, our
clients. At the end of May we said farewell
Dr Jon Cochrane, as he spreads his wings to
soar to new heights. Jon is planning to do
some travel and a change of scenery to the
big smoke.
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Hugh's News

Are you aware that many animals are
euthanised in Australia each year due to
behavioural problems?

In many cases this is due to breed type,

with the “working dogs” being the ones that
predominantly get bored and cause the
problems. It is often also due to the fact that
animals have not been given the opportunity
to undergo the social training needed as they
advance through “Puppy-Hood ‘to blend into
the family. As veterinarians, we inevitably see
the stress and heartbreak that is caused by
euthanasia/re homing and we feel that we need
to address this issue. Our staff members are
currently developing services to assist you in
the choice of your family pet with the creation
of the “Family Fit Program”. We currently run
Puppy Pre-school classes at both locations;
we are working towards the development of a
Puppy Prep program (for those pups older than
16 weeks). Our Veterinary Nurses will soon be
available for behavioural consults and where
necessary referral to animal behaviouralists
such as Dr. Cam Day.

www.pethealth.com.au

Dr. Hugh Mcintosh

Visit our website to learn how
to best care for your pet >
www.carevetgroup.com.au
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pick the pet owner!

Jennifer Nickolls Brooke Scanlon

Danielle Kenny Leanne Crothers
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Rebecca Ireland ~ Roxanne Buschel

wellness tip how much is that doggy in the window?

My Dog / My Cat

Ask anyone what the number one cause of death
for dogs in Australia and most people will either
guess disease or trauma related accidents. It
surprises most people to find out it is euthanasia
due to behavioural related issues. For most people
it is very sobering to find out this number one
cause is very preventable.

| recently started attending dog obedience with
my Jack Russell X.“Hendrix” came to join my

4 legged crew when he was 1 year old after it
became apparent he did not fit in at his current
household and the next option for him was to
be surrendered to the local pound. He had many
problems such as pulling clothes off the line, inter
dog aggression, jumping all over people and
barking. The main issue was he had no general
obedience; he had been given no direction in his
life. He really was one confused and frustrated
little fella!

Not knowing his background, | had no knowledge
of whether he had been socialised as a puppy.
Socialisation for puppies is crucial in their mental
and emotional development, with the most
important time for this development happening

between 8 - 16 weeks of age. During this time
puppies absorb knowledge and experiences like
a sponge, thus in turn allowing them to grow into
healthy, confident dogs. Puppies that rarely leave
their own yard, family and never see and interact
with other puppies and dogs, commonly grow
into fearful adults. Fear aggression is the number
one reported form of aggression in dogs and this
can be shown as aggression to other dogs and to
other people.

Owning a dog comes with many responsibilities,
with training and teaching correct behaviour
being close to number 1 on the list. Teaching them
basic obedience, setting fair ground rules from the
beginning and giving your dog adequate exercise
will help stop possible behaviour problems from
arising down the track. Behavioural problems in
dogs can interrupt the bond we share with our
canine friends. Hendrix and | will have to keep
working hard and there definitely will be some
trying moments ahead, but he is worth the effort!

Please send in your stories about your pet and
if your story gets printed your pet will receive a
complimentary wellness exam.

Dr. Brooke Scanlon

We all know that there are many benefits of pet
ownership and in fact, studies have shown that
we are 12% less likely to visit the doctor and even
less likely to be on long term medication if we
own a pet!

However, pet ownership brings many
responsibilities. Some people find they are
unable to cope with pressures of dog ownership.
What happens when the cute ball of fluff you fall
in love with at the pet store becomes a raging,
roaming, barking monster that digs holes in your
best flower beds then jumps all over you with
muddy feet?

Unfortunately, most of the behaviours described
above are normal, but they are difficult to
tolerate in our homes. So, sadly each year almost
20% of pet dogs are surrendered to the pound or
animal shelter and of these, 80% are euthanised
for behaviour. Not to mention, the many dogs
who unhappily spend all their time alone the
back yard because they are ‘out of control’ when
taken for a walk.

This unhappy ending can be avoided by first
carefully considering some factors before
selecting a dog.

Consider

« the size of the adult dog

+ how much exercise will it need?

+ does it shed hair - do you have an allergy
to dog hair?
will it require regular professional grooming?
will it live indoors or outside?
do you want a dog that is; young and playful,
a gentle companion, friendly or protective?
do you live in a house or a unit and how big
is your backyard?
do you have children or are you are planning
a family?
feeding, husbandry and veterinary costs
how much time you have to exercise and
train them?
do you go away on frequent trips?
how fit are you?”

There is an Australian website that can help you
get a suitable match when choosing a new dog.
Try the “Select-a-dog” interactive tool at the
following site: www.petnet.com.au

And don't forget, owning a dog is a responsibility
which should be shared by the entire family -
once you have carefully selected this new family
member you become it's guardian for life and
there are a few vital things that can be done:

1. A health check.
2. Attend puppy preschool for early obedience,
socialisation and health and training tips.
. Invest in Pet Insurance to protect your new
family member and ensure they can receive
the best health treatment possible.

So a little research, planning and training
should result in a good “family fit" for you and
your new dog.

So... why not make your pets exercise the focus
of your attention this month. You will both
benefit and feel fantastic..

Chandlers Animal Hospital
> 4636 2233
cnr Alderley & Ramsay Sts Toowoomba

South Toowooomba Vets
> 4635 3616
366 Stenner St Toowoomba
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Visit our website > www.carevetgroup.com.au




